A READING FROM THE BOOK OF SIRACH

The Lord honoured the father above the children, and he confirmed
the judgement of the mother over her sons. Whoever honours his
father atones for sins, and whoever glorifies his mother 1s like one
who lays up treasure.

Whoever honours his father will be gladdened by his own children
and when he prays, he will be heard. Whoever glorifies his father will
have long life, and whoever obeys the Lord will refresh his mother.

O son, help your father in his old age and do not grieve him as long as
he lives; even if he is lacking in understanding, show indulgence; in
all your strength do not despise him. For kindness to a father will not
be forgotten, and against your sins it will be credited to you.

THE WORD OF THE LORD



THE RESPONSE TO THE PSALM IS:

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.

Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
and walk 1n his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be blessed and prosper.

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.

Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive
around your table.

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the husband who fears the LORD.
May the LORD bless you from Sion.
May you see Jerusalem prosper
all the days of your life!
Blessed are all who fear the LORD, and walk in his ways.



THE SECOND READING IS FROM THE
FIRST LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.

And be thankful, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become

discouraged.
THE WORD OF THE LORD.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts;

let the message of Christ find a home with you.

Alleluia!



A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING
TO LUKE

When the Magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about
to search for the child, to destroy him.’

And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed
to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.

This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are
dead.’

And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there,

and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.

And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled,

that he would be called a Nazarene.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD



REFLECTION ON THE READIINGS.
Archbishop John Wilson's 2025 Christmas message

Dear friends, What is the meaning of Christmas?

Each time we are asked the meaning of Christmas, our hearts should
be filled with awe, joy and hope as we are drawn back to that
remarkable night in Bethlehem. On that night, the world changed
forever. The Lord Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, revealed the
majesty and glory of God. On this momentous night, we not only
discovered the meaning of Christmas. We discovered the meaning of
love, and the meaning of life.

God 1n Christ, entered our world so we could enter his. God sent his
only Son, so we might live through him (1 John 4.9).

There is no clearer message of God’s love. It’s a message of love the
world desperately needed to hear, and still desperately needs to hear.

In the Gospel of St John (1:14) the beauty of God’s love for us is
revealed, when we hear that “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory”.

It’s not simply, as St John tells us elsewhere in the Scripture, that we
have loved God “but that he loved us” (1 John 4:10), and that is why
he sent his Son: so that we could be saved from sin and death. This is
the meaning of the Incarnation. That God, through his Son, dwelt
among us so that we can know his love in our hearts and rejoice in his
glory. This magnificent glory of the Lord can feel overwhelming and
that is why we sometimes seek to distract ourselves with all manner
of things. Remember, it certainly overwhelmed the shepherds who
were filled with great fear.

But we are called to hold fast to the words of the angel of the Lord,
who turned to them and said “fear not, for behold, I bring you good



news of great joy” that born this day is “a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:9-11).

In the baby Jesus, born as Emmanuel, God with us — we can find hope
and meaning. In the Lord Jesus we find joy and love. Because Jesus is
Emmanuel: God with us, with me and with you. That is why the
meaning of Christmas is something that should fill our hearts, each
and every day, with joy because it means we are never alone or
abandoned. God in Christ wants us to feel his love, in our joys but
especially when we are frightened, when we are in pain and when we
feel lost. The beautiful truth of Christmas is that because of God in
Christ we are never lost. God chose to be near us, to stay close to us
always, to draw us to himself, always. In his endless mercy, the Lord
Jesus chose to love us, so we could know and believe that “God 1s
love” (1 John 4:16). In turn, all the Lord Jesus asks of us is to not be
afraid and to say yes to him, to draw close to him, to love him.

So, my dear friends, the next time you are asked the meaning of
Christmas, answer emphatically, with joy in your hearts, that
Christmas means God in Christ Jesus loves me and he loves you.

And say with your heart filled with the love of the Lord Jesus, that
you say yes to his love. As you rejoice in this love, remember the
words of St John, “we love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

I wish you and those you love a blessed and very merry Christmas,
may the Lord Jesus fill you with his peace and his love and may you
“walk in love”, as Christ loved you (Ephesians 5:2).

And I wish you and all your loved ones a very happy and holy New
Year. [ pray each day is filled with an encounter with the Lord Jesus
and his saving Gospel, so that you can feel his love and experience
the “fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:11).



