
A Reading from the book of  Isaiah   

 

On that day: 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. 

    And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

    And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

    He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 
ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

    Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of 
his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a 
little child shall lead them. 

    The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

    The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 

    They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples — 

of him shall the nations enquire, and his resting-place shall be glorious. 

 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 

  



The Response to the psalm is  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice, 

and your poor in right judgement.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. 

 

In his days justice shall flourish, 

and great peace till the moon is no more. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the River to the bounds of the earth.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. 

 

For he shall rescue the needy when they cry, 

the poor who have no one to help. 

He will have pity on the weak and the needy, 

and save the lives of the needy.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. 

 

May his name endure for ever, 

his name continue like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blest in him, 

all nations shall call him blessed.  

In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace for ever. 

  



A reading from the Letter of St Paul 

to the Romans  

Brothers and sisters: 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 

that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures 

we might have hope. 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 
God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written, 

‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.’ 

 

 

 

The Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; 

all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia. 

  



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”’ 
Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt round his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 

going out to him, and they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers!  

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

father”, for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 
Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 

‘I baptise you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. 

He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ 

 
 

  



Reflection  

Sacraments vary with the people concerned, my Hong Kong godmother 
was bemused by the military Chaplain, a Glaswegian with a very broad 
accent, which was confusing everyone, especially when he tried to explain 
it again in Glaswegian Cantonese. She intervened by saying, with a 
crystal-clear accent, that she spoke English more clearly than he did which 
caused them all to breakout in giggles and become friends; in God’s plan 
all the sacraments help us to recognise God’s plan for our happiness.  

 This weekend will be the Confirmation mass with the same first reading, 
Isaiah’s vision of a transformed world made possible by the Son of David 
descended from Jesse. It is a hopeful message and a challenge to make the 
world a better place as we grow to being ready for the kingdom of God to 
be revealed. 

John’s message is a lot more aggressive. John is a challenging outsider. He 
sounds so out of place, a jagged piece of the New Testament message. An 
outsider may be speaking the truth but in a way that is too challenging and 
he looked so different as to be upsetting, someone to avoid rather than 
engage with.  John is a voice of an extremist in a place where religion is 
more important than politics. The Romans had dismissed politics; they 
owned the place. 

John bridges the Old and new Testaments, a prophet warning of Israel’s 
misdeeds and hinting at the message of God’s action coming soon. His 
imagery is that of a new and powerful ruler sorting out what must be done. 
He is preparing the way in the traditional way by recognising faults and 
the need to change. This message can be seen as fearful and was guilt 
inducing for his audience. Although they respected each other I am not 
sure they would have liked each other. John’s message of guilt is different 
from Jesus’ message of God’s love. Jesus invites us to get to know God’s 
ways, the inner joy of expecting a better world and drawing others in. 
Some people will learn by example, some by a search for the truth, but 
most by human contact, especially partners, my mother was no saint but 
impressed two friends who became Catholics, my father became one too 
after talking with Fr O’Connor although my mother had her doubts when 
my brother’s baptism was done in 7 minutes as it overlapped with the 



second half of England Ireland Rugby, and the two men disappeared 
immediately .   


