
A Reading from the book of  Isaiah   

 

 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

    that the mountain of the house of the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it,  and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law,  and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

 He shall judge between the nations,  and shall decide disputes for many 
peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. 

 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Behold, the 
day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble. 

The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, 

so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 
healing in its wings. 

 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 

  



Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. 

 

I rejoiced when they said to me, 

‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’ 

And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. 

 

Jerusalem is built as a city 

bonded as one together. 

It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. 

 

For the sake of my family and friends, 

let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’ 

For the sake of the house of the LORD, our God, 

I will seek good things for you.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD. 

  



A reading from the Letter of St Paul 

to the Romans  

 

Brothers and sisters: 

You know the time, 

that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 

So then let us cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light. 

Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 

not in orgies and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and sensuality, 

not in quarrelling and jealousy. 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

The Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Straighten up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near. 

Alleluia. 

 

 

  



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 

Matthew  

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 

and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 

Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 

But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.’ 

 

 

 



Reflection  

 

If you look at Michaelangelo’s great painting “The last Judgement” in the 
Sistine chapel the bodies are rising from the earth. At eye level you would 
mainly see the souls cast down into Hell. Looking up you will see the 
souls of the Blessed as they came out of the earth in unashamed nakedness 
as Adam and Eve in the early days of the Garden of Eden.  There’s a copy 
by the altar of the whole painting in its restored state on Display here. 

Jesus is talking to people of his time in today’s gospel, who were sure of a 
day of God’s decisive intervention and action with the coming of the 
Messiah on the clouds.  It was going to be bad and then good was the 
message of the Prophets like Isaiah, St Paul likewise encourages the 
Roman community of Christians to be careful and good.  

Michaelangelo to the people of the 16Th century with fear of judgement 
very much on their minds but alleviated by the sacrament of Confession 
asking for forgiveness. This sort of painting would have reminded people 
of the destiny, some paintings like this can still be seen in a few medieval 
churches in England.  

Jesus’ message is simple – do not try to put off being good until later. A 
self-regard monitoring and reflecting on how we are, especially when we 
wonder what others think of us, can give us opportunities for a change of 
heart should not be brutal and selfish but something we grow into. A virtue 
we might have in part will grow if we attend to it, courage by being 
courageous, patience by understanding, a temperate balance by choice – 
giving up Alcohol, chocolate and biscuits in Advent is less days than Lent 
although Sunday is not an exemption.   None of us can predict the future 
and illness and accidents can rob us of opportunities we think we might 
have.  

I like it how many people I have met grow better as they get older, and I 
like their sense of humour jokes and good stories. There is less malice and 
gossip and we see the funny side more often. We can expect that old 
wounds do heal. Men get better in their 40s, women ?  Somebody give me 
a good answer, is it in their thirties?  

 



 


