A READING FROM THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL

In those days:

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron

and said, ‘Behold, we are your bone and flesh.

In times past, when Saul was king over us,

it was you who led out and brought in Israel.

And the LORD said to you,

“You shall be shepherd of my people Israel,

and you shall be prince over Israel.”’

So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron,

and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD,

and they anointed David king over Israel.

THE WORD OF THE LORD



The response to the Psalm is:

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.

I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.

Jerusalem is built as a city
bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.
As it 1s decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
There were set the thrones for judgement,

the thrones of the house of David.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.



THE SECOND READING IS FROM ST, PAUL'S LETTER TO
THE COLOSSIANS

Brothers and Sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son,

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —

all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the Church.

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he
might be pre-eminent.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!

Alleluia.



A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE

The rulers scoffed at Jesus, saying,

‘He saved others; let him save himself,

if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’

The soldiers also mocked him,

coming up and offering him sour wine

and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’

There was also an inscription over him,

“This is the King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals who were hanged there railed at Jesus, saying,
‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’

But the other rebuked him, saying,

‘Do you not fear God,

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?

And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds;
but this man has done nothing wrong.’

And he said,

‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’

And he said to him,

‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD



THE REFLECTION

In the film Roman holiday Audrey Hepburn plays a wealthy young
princess who is heir to a throne. She is in Rome for an international
conference and so bored she has kicked her shoe off and lost it. Eventually
she finds it but escapes from the embassy for a night away. She gets very
drunk and is rescued by Cary Grant who doesn’t know who she is but puts
her up in the spare room of his flat. She has a day of fun but then returns to
her solemn duty. Jesus’ kingship is different, no luxury, selflessly guiding
his people and sacrificing himself for them.

Driving a car, playing golf, cooking or playing the bagpipes are all flawed
without lessons. One mum told me that the first weekend her son was
away he rang to say — “I have put the washing in the machine and its
finished, what do I do now? “My advice would have been put it down
somewhere and let it dry. Fortunately, the better students explained drying
rooms and ironing to me.

If you think of the world as created in God’s plan, reaching its lowest point
in a cruel empire, then turned in a new direction by his Son’s act of
sacrifice, the future is different. For Christians the decisive moment is the
cross, Jesus, the Son of God sacrificing himself and in his final moments
seeing paradise. He invites the thief who believes in him, “today you will
be with me in paradise”.

Jesus as a King guides us to the future he knows is right for us, beyond an
earthly kingdom, he had rejected the offer of being emperor of the world
when the devil tempted him, his vision is beyond the limits of this world to
the fulfilment of his Father’s will that we could all come to the new life,
recognisable but transformed.

St Paul sees this in his letter to the Colossians, these phrases expressing
simply the heart of the Christian message, perhaps the most important of
all the three readings today, understand that and you have got the message
of the Redemption, the price has been paid for our faults to open the way
to the kingdom of his Son, a kingdom of justice peace and joy where peace
is the fulfilment of the guided path that Jesus gives us.



A king rules and serves, guiding his people along the right way to live
together. Jesus’ guide of love and forgiveness is perfecting the 10
commandments of loving God and our neighbour.

One basic commitment is to recognise the gentleness of God, with the
patience of a loving parent with a small child, sometimes hungry, cold,
sleepy or just frightened- I don’t hold babies — never did like it, [ was as
frightened as they were. It takes a lot, some say a village to bring up a
child and we are open to the gifts of time and Wisdom coming from others
to grow to our best potential, and ourselves to help others, to make our and
their lives better.



